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Northern Nevada International Center

2010 Algeria Youth Leadership Program for Northern Nevada High School Students

The Northern Nevada International Center (NNIC) is a sponsored project of the University of Nevada, Reno.  We are a non-profit organization working in conjunction with the US Department of State and other US federal agencies in the area of citizen and public diplomacy.  Each year, we bring between 300-400 international visitors to Nevada fostering better understanding between foreign leaders and people from the State of Nevada. We also provide translation and interpretation services; teach foreign languages and cultures in after school programs, run summer camps; and organize speaker events through our affiliation with the World Affairs Council.  
The Algeria Youth Leadership Program is a new NNIC program in 2010.  Funded by the US Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, Citizen Exchange Division, its purpose is to introduce 25 high school students (and 3 high school teachers) from Algeria to a comprehensive survey of community activism, civic education, and leadership.  Activities will focus on building both knowledge and practical skill levels in these areas.  The students and educators will participate in workshops, community service activities, have meetings with community leaders, and partake in discussion groups that will provide for substantive interaction with each other and their American peers.  In Nevada, 10 high school (eight from Northern Nevada and 2 from Southern Nevada) students will be selected to serve as peers for the Algerian high school students.  Nevada high school students will participate in a number of activities between May – October 2010.  The most intensive component of the program will be from June 30 – July 29, which is the period of time the Algerian students will be in the United States.
NNIC is recruiting 10 high school students for this youth exchange program.  High school students will be asked to participate in the following activities:

· A one-day orientation on the program, including cultural competency, teambuilding and creativity activities parent or guardian to attend for a portion of the orientation
· 100% attendance at all program events, including biweekly meetings from May -October  

· Attend opening reception for Algerian participants 

· Attend 5-day cultural trip to Washington D.C. 

· Attend 3-day cultural trip to San Francisco
· Attend 7-day leadership camp at Zephyr Cove Presbyterian Center 

· Attend closing ceremony 
· Participate in media literacy program/community service project 

Financial Information: All participant costs, including lodging, food and transportation for the Washington D.C. and San Francisco cultural trips, and the 7 day lake Tahoe camp will be paid for the by US Department of State.  Nevada participants will also receive a one-time cultural per diem of $75 (to be used mainly for cultural activities) as well as a meals budget of $98 for the SFO trip.
Hosting Information: In addition to participating in the Youth Leadership Program, we would like to encourage you and your family to host an Algerian high school participant in your home from July 5-July 21.  Hosting an Algerian participant will create excellent opportunities for establishing long-term relationships and getting to know someone from another country on a deeper level.  For more information on how to host an Algerian youth participant, contact the International Center at 784.7515, extension 221 or e-mail us at nnic@unr.edu.

Letters of Recommendation: Please include one letter of recommendation from a teacher or other academic mentor. 
**note: please refrain from having a letter written by a family member

Application deadline: April 12th at 5:00pm
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Northern Nevada International Center
University of Nevada, Reno/0410

821 North Center Street

Reno, Nevada 89501-0410

Please fill out this application and submit it to the NNIC office by 5:00PM April 12th, 2010.
 Once received an Email will be sent out confirming your selection.
2010 Algeria Youth Leadership Program Participant Application for Nevada Students
Name:






Date:






Address:



















Zip Code:





Phone Numbers:  Day-



Eve-






Cell:





Email:







Grade/Year in High School:



Birthdate:





Gender:            Male      Female

Have you traveled out of the country previously?


Yes

No

If so, where have you traveled?









Have you taken French*?





Yes

No

If so, for how many years?





Rate your level of fluency:  Beginner
Semi-Fluent

Fluent



*It is not necessary to speak French for this program.
What experiences have you had that you feel you specifically could organize/teach to other younger peers?  Please describe


Team sports









Music (voice, instruments)










Art experiences











Technical/Computer Skills:









Other:












Employment/Volunteer Experience:
Are you currently employed?





Yes

No*

Are you a member of a sports team?




Yes

No

*will you have a conflict with this program?



Yes

No*

List relevant jobs/volunteer roles you’ve held and the length of time you served:

Have you participated in any other youth leadership/youth service programs or training?










Yes

No*
Please list your experiences as a youth leader: *this is not essential, but helpful

On a separate piece of paper, typed and double-spaced, please describe your interest in this program:

1. What do you believe you can bring to the project as a young leader?  That is, what specific talents, personal qualities, and experiences do you believe are relevant to participating with a service-oriented group in an international exchange?

2. The group will work as a team and at times there will be challenges coming to decisions, handling new experiences related to travel, and differences in personalities among the group.   How do you feel you will serve as an example to others in your role as team player?

I understand that I am responsible for all costs associated with this program.  I understand that in order to be accepted into this program I, and my parents (if under 18 years), will need to attend an orientation and agree to the NNIC Code of Ethics for participation and travel.  I agree to fully participate as a team member, including all days scheduled during Summer and Fall 2010, and bring my unique talents and perspectives to the group in our planning and execution of our service project.  Please consider this application as a sign of my interest and commitment.

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature (if under 18 years)

Date:






Date:






Return application to: Northern Nevada International Center, 821 North Center Street, Reno, Nevada 89501 or e-mail to Jfong@unr.edu.
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Northern Nevada International Center

University of Nevada, Reno/0410

821 North Center Street

Reno, Nevada 89501-0410
775.784.7515, extension 221

www.nnic.org

NNIC Youth Leadership Program Participant Agreement and Code of Ethics

I agree and understand that my participation in the NNIC Algeria Youth Leadership Project from May 11-October 30, 2010  inclusive of all events, meetings, service time and the leadership camp scheduled August 12-21, 2009 is predicated on meeting the standards for behavior set forth by the whole group.  I pledge my commitment to the project, to my group of peers, and to my community and my country to uphold these standards at all times, to the best of my ability, with the support and accountability provided by both participants and adult advisors.  I will serve as an ambassador of goodwill between people of all ages and nations for youth in my school, my community and my country through my behavior.  These are the standards to which I will hold myself and my peers accountable:

1) To be respectful, honest and abide by any safety rules given throughout this program.*

2) To serve as positive role models when among my peers and support positive, healthy images of youth in our schools, communities, and around our state and globe.

3) To not swear, use profanity, or words that may incite fear, anger, or hurt in my peers and others…I will think before I speak.*

4) Respect and obey the laws of the United States and my home state, Nevada, regardless of where I travel.*

5) To remain alcohol, drug and tobacco-free.*

6) To be supportive of my peers and “be there” for the group.

7) To demonstrate, through my involvement, my listening to others, and my own questions and follow-through, that this is a learning experience, not just a vacation.

8) To ask questions if I am uncertain of what behavior is appropriate, before acting without clarity as to how my actions might be interpreted.

9) To avoid exclusive relationships while traveling with the group.*

10) To follow through and participate with given tasks and all time spent together.

11) To participate in the required meetings designed to prepare us for our cultural exchange, as well as independently become more knowledgeable about Algeria through research, reading, and participation in cross-cultural events here at home and translate lesson learned into local action;

12) To respect all facilities where we are accommodated, leaving them as good if not “better than we found them” when we depart (cleanliness, placement of all permanent and moveable objects, etc.)

*violation of these standards represent serious breeches in trust and respect for self and others.  

I understand that the consequences for breeching these standards may include:

Step 1:  Meeting with my NNIC peers and adult advisors to discuss immediate consequences and make amends for my behavior.

Step 2:  Immediate suspension from the activities in which I’m participating.

Step 3:  Expulsion from the program (if violations* occur during the exchange, I understand that I may be sent home at my own/my parents’ expense).

Depending on the severity of the violation, Steps 1 and/or 2 may be ignored and Step 3 implemented based on the collective judgment of the Adult and Youth Advisory team.

I understand that my participation in the project and credit earned is contingent upon meeting all requirements pre and post exchange, including:

· A one-day orientation on the program, including cultural competency, teambuilding and creativity activities on June 5th (parent or guardian to attend for a portion of the orientation)
· 80% attendance at biweekly meetings from mid-May to the end of October (Mondays at 6pm at UNR JCSU)

· Attend 5 day cultural trip to Washington D.C. July 1st – July 5th 

· Attend all activities during the Community Program July 5-July21st 

· Attend 3-day cultural trip to San Francisco 21st-23rd (travel directly from SFO to Tahoe for next segment)

· Attend 7-day leadership camp at Zephyr Cove Presbyterian Center July 23rd-29th 
· Attend closing ceremony on July 29th
· Participate in media literacy program/community service project in your school
Please sign below if you agree to the Participant Program Agreement and Code of Ethics.

Student Signature



Parent/Guardian Signature (if under 18 years)

Date________________



Date________________




